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Condition of Light:
Weather Info Src:

Basic Weather:
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Visibility:
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Pilot-in-Command Age:
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Last 90 Days:

Total Make/Model:
Total Instrument Time:

Type of Flight Operation:
Reg. Flight Conducted Under:

1315
3000
168
10530

Airplane

Airline Transport; Commercial; Multi-engine Land; Multi-engine Sea; Single-engine Land; Single-engine Sea

47

With  an auxiliary fuel tank system installed, the pilot filled the tanks and departed.  A few minutes later, he noticed fuel on the floor
of  the  cabin,  and  tried  to  reach  an  airport.    However, the fuel fumes were so strong he elected to land in an open field.  After
touchdown,  the  airplane passed through a ditch the pilot had not observed from the air. The nose landing gear collapsed and the airplane
nosed  over.    An  airborne witness reported the pilot exited the airplane after about 5 minutes, and about 5 minutes later, the airplane
caught  fire  and  burned.   The post-crash fire consumed the cabin.  In an interview, the pilot reported that he had not initiated use of
the  auxiliary  fuel  tank  system  when  the  accident  occurred.  He also reported he could not see where the fuel was coming from.  The
investigation  revealed  the  tank  installation  did  not  match the FAA Form 337, the instructions for use of the ferry tank system were
inadequate, and the pilot had reported that the auxiliary fuel pumps were secured to a board which was not secured to the airplane. 
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Accident



Brief of

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The National Transportation Safety Board determines the probable cause(s) of this accident as follows.
an inadequate auxiliary fuel tank installation which resulted in a leak of undetermined origin. 

Accident (Continued)

Occurrence #1:         AIRFRAME/COMPONENT/SYSTEM FAILURE/MALFUNCTION
Phase of Operation:  CLIMB

Findings
     1.  (C) FUEL SYSTEM,TANK - LEAK
     2.  (C) MAINTENANCE,INSTALLATION - INADEQUATE - OTHER MAINTENANCE PERSONNEL
----------

Occurrence #2:         FORCED LANDING
Phase of Operation:  EMERGENCY DESCENT/LANDING
----------

Occurrence #3:         ON GROUND/WATER ENCOUNTER WITH TERRAIN/WATER
Phase of Operation:  LANDING - ROLL

Findings
     3.  TERRAIN CONDITION - HIDDEN OBSTRUCTION(S)
     4.  TERRAIN CONDITION - DITCH

Findings Legend: (C) = Cause, (F) = Factor
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